The Orchard Centre is a large (1 acre) site at the top of Brixton Hill which is a unique and beautiful oasis of green and calm [see picture]. It is owned by Lambeth - that is - Lambeth citizens - that is - US! Lambeth Education department are currently planning to sell it, and have applied for planning permission to allow the new owner to build houses and flats on the site.





The site appears as a beautiful garden with small buildings dotted around. Four of these buildings are characterful timber pavilions originally built as part of the 'Open Air Schools' movement in the 1920s - these were for children with TB and asthma who needed fresh air. Although there were many of these schools around the country (with the Orchard Centre believed to be the first with purpose designed buildings), most have long gone, and these buildings are now listed. They are in remarkably good condition.





The site was used by Lambeth Education for a variety of purposes until 1997, when the last establishment, working with children with behavioural difficulties, was closed.





The site was offered for tender by the Borough's property consultants towards the end of 2002, without any consultation with the local community, against Lambeth's stated policies on consultation, and despite them being fully being aware of the high level of interest locally in the fate of this unique site. At around the same time, Lambeth applied to itself for planning permission for a scheme which involves building a wall down the middle of the site, isolating the gardens and the chalets from their support buildings, and building flats and houses on the remaining part of the site. This scheme makes the chalets hard to use, as they cannot be altered because of the listing, and need the ancillary buildings on the site. All reports on the listed buildings mention the value of the garden surrounding them to their importance, and Lambeth's scheme destroys this setting.





The campaigners who have so far become involved have two agendas: Firstly, to protect the site from the destruction implied by the planning application and sale, and second to put together a viable alternative which will see the site once more playing a valuable role in supporting and enhancing the lives of Lambeth people. there are a good many ideas about all the things which could happen on the site - too many to go into here - and probably more that haven't come up yet! 





These ideas are centred around an umbrella organisation - the Conscious Living Foundation, which would buy or lease the site from Lambeth, and host other organisations and groups using the site, in the fields of sustainability, education health and creativity.





Contact the Friends of the Orchard Centre:


email - friendsorchard@hotmail.com


web - www.friendsorchard.org.uk


post - 44 Holmewood Gardens SW2 3RR





